[Epileptogenic drugs in anesthesia].
Most anaesthetics and analgesics have both pro- and anticonvulsant activity. The data in the literature should be analysed with respect to the patient population, the recording of epileptic activity and the method of EEG analysis. Among inhaled anaesthetics, isoflurane has strong anticonvulsant properties. In some circumstances, sevoflurane may induce an epileptic activity. With the exception of ketamine and etomidate, all intravenous hypnotics may be used for anesthesia of the epileptic patient. Midazolam is a potent anticonvulsant. Among narcotics, fentanyl and alfentanil may induce clinical or electroencephalographic seizures. Considering the large number of patients treated with these agents without any neurological adverse effect, the clinical relevance of these data is unclear. Neuromuscular blocking agents do not possess pro- or anticonvulsant properties.